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to become the aim of practical statesmen in the present day. It is because statesmen like Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Henry Cabot Lodge, and specialists like Rear-Admiral Mahan, were so keenly alive not merely to the paramount importance of the Panama Canal for the National Defence of the United States, but also to the consensus of international juristic opinion as to the general principle of the subordination of the sovereign right of a State to the other ideal of human and international solidarity, that they so stubbornly contested in advance the wisdom of Mr. Taft's proposed unrestricted arbitration treaties, which would have rendered " justiciable" just such questions as the closing of the Canal in time of war to an enemy's war-ships, or as the right of the United States to eject from the coast-line adjoining the Canal corporations purposing to acquire territory for transfer to a Foreign Power, even under the apparently inoffensive forms of joint-stock companies. The opening of the Canal will not diminish, but aggravate that distrust of the United States which marks the rapidly growing nationalism of the South American States. Pan-Americanism will become more than ever a Utopia. And while the opening of the Canal may make it possible to apply the Monroe Doctrine, and in a more pronounced form, in Central America, in the Caribbean, and in the Pacific Coasts of Mexico, it will be a less and less applicable principle of South American action.
These and other pretensions put forward by the United States Government may, therefore, conceivably, sooner or later, find themselves in opposition with the national interests of rival Governments plausibly justified by a more up-to-date interpretation of international law ; and in such a case the question could be decided only by the nation or nations possessing the greatest naval or military power. Hence the need for the United States, as a corollary to the fortifying of the Panama Canal, to build a powerful battle fleet rendering it predominant in the Caribbean,